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Introduction

Sch ild e n Vrie nd pre s e nts  Ope ration 
Sh ie ld Frie ndly, our participation gam e  
for Cris is  2004. Th e  gam e  re plays  a 
fictional W W II ope ration during th e  late r 
days  of Augus t 19 44, w h e n Allie d h igh  
com m and orde re d a daring raid be h ind 
e ne m y line s  -- alth ough  th at las t m igh t 
ch ange  any tim e .

Th e  obje ct of Ope ration Sh ie ld Frie ndly 
is  to block  th e  Le opold Canal in 
Z e e brugge , w h e re  it e xits  into th e  North  
Se a, in orde r to pre ve nt a Ge rm an 
prototype  s ubm arine  from  e s caping to 
th e  ope n s e a. Lik e  all good daring 
plans , OSF cons is ts  of tw o parts : Sh ie ld 
and Frie ndly. Frie ndly cons is ts  of an 
as s ault by Britis h  paratroope rs  dire ctly 
on Z e e brugge , both  by air and by s e a. Sh ie ld is  a s upporting attack  s traigh t along th e  North  Se a coas t by 1s t 
Canadian Arm y, outflank ing and rolling up th e  re m aining fortifications  of th e  Atlantik  W all.

Th e  Ge rm ans , on th e  oth e r h and, are  re tre ating all acros s  North e rn France  and Be lgium . An airborne  landing 
be h ind th e ir line s  in a fairly 
unim portant h arbour is  not 
s om e th ing to w orry about 
unduly w h e n th e re  are  m uch  
m ore  im portant th ings  to 
w orry about e ls e w h e re . Th is  
m igh t ch ange  h ow e ve r...

Building th e  te rrain

Th e  gam e  is  playe d on a 
te rrain cons is ting of s cratch  
build te rrain boards .  Th e  
boards  cons is t of 50cm  
s q uare  boards  of 2m m  MDF 
cove re d w ith  polys tyre ne  
is olation tile s  cut to s iz e . Th e  

Back ground
It is  late  Augus t 19 44. Th e  Allie d arm ie s  are  racing north  th rough  France  

and Be lgium  afte r finally bre ak ing th rough  th e  Ge rm an de fe ns e  in 

Norm andy. Eve ryw h e re , th e  Ge rm an arm y is  on re tre at, and H Q's  from  

divis ion up to Arm y Group are  frantically trying to ins till s om e  orde r in 

th e  h e adlong rus h  and at th e  s am e  tim e  trying to s ave  w h at im portant 

docum e nts  and valuable s  th e y can be fore  th e y too h ave  to re locate .

In th e  city of Brugge , in a re ce ntly cle are d s ub pe n of W W I vintage , an 

e xpe rim e ntal s ubm arine  of th e  Krie gs m arine  th at h as  be e n h idde n th e re  

is  in dange r of falling into Allie d h ands . To pre ve nt th is  from  h appe ning, 

th e  cre w  is  w ork ing all h ours  to re ady th e  boat to s ortie  and tak e  its  

ch ance s  on th e  North  Se a, trying to e s cape  to Ge rm any. Unfortunate ly 

for th e m , Allie d inte llige nce  is  onto th e m , and h as  note d th e  fact th at in 

orde r to re ach  th e  ope n s e a, th e  boat h as  to pas s  th rough  th e  h arbour 

of Z e e brugge . At th at point, s om e one  in Allie d H Q w ith  m ore  

re colle ction th an s e ns e  cam e  up w ith  th e  ide a of re pe ating th e  Raid on 

Z e e brugge  in 19 18. In th os e  h e ady days  of victory and s w e e ping 

advance s , th is  w as  all th at w as  ne ce s s ary to s e t a plan in m otion...



s ide s  of th e  boards  are  tape d ove r to re inforce  th e  polys tyre ne , tak ing s pe cial care  in th e  corne rs . 

Th e  boards  are  th e n cove re d w ith  re ady m ade  plas te r fille r, w h ich  w h e n dry is  painte d and flock e d us ing 
W oodland Sce nics  flock . Th e  s e a is  m ode lle d by applying plas te r dire ctly onto th e  MDF -- th e  MDF is  
pre ve nte d from  w arping by s ligh tly w e tting th e  back  of th e  boards  and praying. Th e  plas te r is  w ork e d to 
s ugge s t s w e e ping w ave s  and s urf. Th e  plas te r is  th e n painte d a s uitable  s h ade  of gre y (no body of w ate r, 
e s pe cially anyw h e re  ne ar Be lgium , is  blue ), w ith  th e  tops  of th e  w ave s  drybrus h e d w h ite . Th e  w h ole  is  th e n 

libe rally coate d w ith  a laye r of polyure th ane  varnis h , 
w h ich  give s  a re alis tic tint to th e  w ate r.

Th e  buildings  us e d in th e  gam e  are  from  various  
m anufacture rs , from  both  th e  m iniature s  and m ode l 
train h obbie s , as  w e ll as  s om e  s cratch  built ite m s . 
To nam e  but a fe w , th e re  are  buildings  from  
Brittannia, K ibri, Falle r and Que e n's  H us s ar.

Building th e  force s

W e  us e  20m m  figure s  for th e  force s  in th is  battle . 
Th e  figure s  involve d are  from  a varie ty of 
m anufacture rs , including Brittannia and FAA for th e  
Britis h  paratroope rs  and SH Q for th e  Ge rm an 
oppos ition. Mos t of th e  arm our and oth e r ve h icle s  
us e d are  plas tic k its  from  th e  lik e s  of Re ve ll, 

Match box &  co. Th e  s h ips  us e d in th e  gam e  are  m os tly s cratch built from  an unlik e ly as s e m blage  of bals a 
w ood, cardboard and s tring.

Playing th e  gam e

Ope ration SH IELD FRIENDLY w ill be  playe d us ing Rapid Fire  rule s . W e  find th e s e  rule s  to be  pe rfe ct for 
fas t'n'furious  W W II gam e s  be tw e e n cons e nting playe rs . Th rough out th e  day, you can participate  in various  
gam e s  re playing diffe re nt s tage s  of th e  ope ration. Each  gam e  s h ould tak e  no longe r th an an h our to one  and 
a h alf h ours , s o you are  not tie d to our table  for th e  duration of th e  conve ntion. If you w ant to participate , or 
jus t ch at about w argam ing, toy s oldie rs  or w h ate ve r, fe e l fre e  to grab h old of one  of us .

To give  you an ide a, 
th e s e  are  th e  gam e s  
planne d:

* Airborne  landing of 
Britis h  Paras
* Se aborne  as s ault by 
Britis h  Paras
* Cle aring th e  tow n
* Bringing in th e  block  
s h ips

Good gam ing!
Sch ild e n Vrie nd

BRITISH  TROOPS ASSAULT TH E BEACH  IN TH E NIGH T...

A bout us
Sch ild e n Vrie nd curre ntly is  a loos e  colle ctive  of w argam e rs  from  various  countrie s  
around th e  w orld, but all bas e d in a largis h  are a around Brus s e ls  and Le uve n. W e  
curre ntly ope rate  in th e  us ual e nde m ic w ay of m e e ting occas ionally at e ach  oth e rs ' 
h ous e s . W e  are  look ing into w ays  of s e tting up a re gular m e e ting place  and 
s ch e dule  in th e  ne xt ye ar, th ough . If you are  inte re s te d in playing a fe w  gam e s  w ith  
us , w ant to k now  e ve ryth ing about th is  gam e  or oth e r gam e s  w e  play, or jus t lik e  a 
ch at, h e re 's  s om e  contact inform ation.

h ttp://w w w .nirya.b e/snv - our w e b page
h ttp://w w w .nirya.b e/snv/ttm  - Tiny Tin Me n, th e  w e blog of a fe w  of us

Bart Ve tte rs

robarte s @ nirya.be

Alan H uyton

ah uyton@ h otm ail.com




